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NEWS

Financial Planner… 

Is this you?
Shackled to a mountain of paperwork? 
Feel burdened and frustrated by compliance/regulations obligations? 
Feel lost or off track from where you actually want to be? 
Contemplating making changes but not sure which way to go? 

Feel passionate about the Financial Planning industry? 
Genuinely interested in ‘people first’ customer service? 
Handing the responsibility of compliance/regulations to someone else appeal to you?
Like the idea of having access to unique software – a user-friendly 
complete Financial Planning package? 

Interested in discovering an effective and rewarding way to enhance 
your career/business?

If you can say yes to all of these, you might just be the kind of person 
we’re looking for – and there’s a good chance you’ll love what we do.

To explore this further,
let’s talk.

Ron Jelich - National Development Manager
ron@stormfinancial.com.au

Phone: 0413 100 999
stormfinancial.com.au

Storm Financial Pty Ltd • Australian Financial Services Licence No. 228905   
A.B.N. 11 064 804 691 • Level 1, Fujitsu Building, 1 Breakfast Creek Rd, Newstead 

Leaders in education, cutting edge research,
quality advice and happy clients.

We’re one of Australia’s largest and fastest growing firms, expanding across Australia. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

MANAGED FUND INVESTORS 
SENSIBLE
Investors in managed funds trade 
more sensibly than direct equity 
holders, but trustees need to 
be vigilant with their education 
campaigns to ensure this remains the 
case.

This is the key finding of the largest 
study of managed fund investor 
behaviour ever done in Australia, in 
which BT Financial Group analysed 
transactional data for 850,000 
of its retail clients, going back to 
December 1974 and representing 
6.8 million individual transactions. 
Unveiled at the Conference of Major 
Superannuation Funds this month, the 
study found managed fund investors 
were not prone to the classic direct 
investor tendency to sell winning 
investments and hold on to losers.

China played host this month to 
a number of visiting Australian 
financial services businesses as 
they assessed opportunities in the 
growing economy.

Brandmanagement principal 
Andrew Inwood, who has an office 
in Beijing and has been collecting 
data on consumer attitudes to 
money in China, said there were 
currently 114 million mass affluent 
people in China, and around 20 
million millionaires. 

“There’s a lot of these guys worth 
pursuing,” Inwood said.

“Basically they’re dissatisfied 
with the Chinese banks. They’ve 
been monopolies and have seen no 
reason to provide service.”

He said Australians were getting 

Julia Newbould

All eyes on China NEWS BRIEFS

TOWER APPOINTS NEW 
CHAIR
Tower has appointed former James 
Hardie Industries chief executive Keith 
Barton as chair, replacing Olaf O’Duill 
who retires on June 30 this year.

Barton is a current board member 
of Tower. He was chief executive of 
James Hardie from 1993 to 1999. 
He was formerly chair of Goodman 
Fielder, non-executive director of 
Colonial and Keycorp, and executive 
director of CSR.

PROPERTY INVESTMENT 
COMPANIES FACE WIND UP
The Supreme Court of New South 
Wales has ordered the winding up 
of four companies involved in the 
construction and property investment 
industry after an ongoing probe by 
ASIC.

The companies, Mortgage Finance 
Australia Pty Ltd, Australian Synergies 
Group Pty Ltd, SS Solutions Pty Ltd 
and Orion Pacific Real Estate Pty Ltd, 
were closed on what ASIC described 
as just and equitable grounds.

MACARTHURCOOK STEPS 
INTO RETAIL MARKET
Real estate investment manager 
MacarthurCook has entered the 
retail property market with the full 
acquisition of Professional Investment 
Holdings’ (PIH) 100 per cent-owned 
property management arm, Arc Funds 
Management.

MacarthurCook had been looking 
for a retail opportunity, already having 
property trusts in the industrial and 
office sectors.

MORTGAGE FUNDS 
CHARGING TOO MUCH
InvestorWeb Research’s latest 
Australian Mortgage Sector Review 
has found the fee structure on 
mortgage funds is too high. 

While the research house supported 
the ongoing use of a management fee, 
rather than a performance-based fee, 
it said there was room for reduction.

Chinese business now. 
“The market is complicated but 

enormous, completely sectored by 
cities, states and provinces, so you 
need to be careful about who you 
work with,” he said.

Twenty researchers who visited 
China this month have returned 
wanting to do business with the 
country, but are not ready to go 
direct. 

Brillient managing director 
Graham Rich, who led the team 
with Think Global’s David Thomas, 
said delegates on the research 
trip were given an insight into 
the evolution of China’s market and 
how it was likely to roll out in the 
future.

“Nobody came away saying we 
would directly invest in Chinese 
mainland stocks, but everyone came 
away saying the China story and 
the way China is evolving means 
that we have to be invested in the 
China story,” Rich said.

“People were bullish on the 
story.

“China wants to be number one 
in everything it does, not as manu-
facturing only but perceived as the 
creator, owner of patents and copy-
rights of what it can manufacture.”

He said the way the Chinese 
economy was working, investors 
could not ignore its influence.

“The way the investment 
compass is swinging, the 19th 
century focused on England, the 
20th century was on the US and 
now, the 21st century is on Asia and 
China,” he said.

Thomas and Rich are planning 
to take a second group to China in 
September.

“Like anything, we have the inno-
vators and early adopters first,” 
Thomas said.

“I think we will keep going to 
China in the next few years, even on 
top of other BRIC [Brazil, Russia, 
India, China] visits.”  ■


